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PVIMCKE VITPE HA TABAN' Y CMUHITMTAYHYMY "1 OKOATHI

ATICTPAKT:
Tokom ucTpaxkuBamwa aHTUYKOr CUHIMAYHYMA, Koja ce 06aBmajy op Kpaja XIX Beka, HaheHo

je BHUIIE IIpeAMEeTa KOpI/ltheHI/IX 3a UTp€ Ha Ta6AI/I, TNOITYAapHE Meby CTaHOBHMIIITBOM PUMCKE

npoBuHLKje Mesuje, a oeaoM 1 ITanonuje. Ca mpocropa Cpbuje A0 AQHAC Cy Ha YeTPAECETAK AO-

KaANTE€Ta KOHCTAaTOBaHM TparoBy OBUX Mrapa. Y3 nomoh I/ICTOpI/[jCKI/IX 3BOpa n MHOI'O6pOjHI/lX

apXeOAOIIKMX HaAa3a PeKOHCTPYMCaHA Cy buxoBa npasBuaa. Y CHHIMAYHYMY, KaO M Ha ApY-

T'IM MeCTMMa, KOLIKe, )KeTOHU 1 TabAe jaB;ajy ce Y KOHTEKCTY KOji Ce Besyje 33 AOKOAULIY U OA-

MOp, A MMajy ¥ CUMOOAMYAH aCIeKT KOju FOBOPU O GMA030(PCKUM M PEAUTVO3HUM CTaBOBH-

Ma TaAallllbMX XKUTEMdaA I'PaAa.

KASYYHE PEUN:
CuHeudyHym, uzpe, KOyKuye, HemoHu, mabie, 2pooHU NPUAIO3U, 00KOAUYA.

ToxoM roToBo 4YMTaBOT BeKa MUCTpa-
XMBamwa aHTUYKor CHHIAyHyMa HabeHo je
IIeCHAaeCT IpeAMeTa Koji ce MOT'y IoBesa-
TU Ca UrpaMa Ha Tabau. Ibuxos 6poj Huje
BEAVKH, aAU je AOBOSHO MAYCTPATMBAH
jep Cy apXeOAOIIKM KOHTEKCTU U3 KOjUX
notuyy pasandutu. Koykuie sa urpy
IIPBU IIYT CY OTKpUBEHE CAy4ajHO, 1908.
TOAMHE, TIPMAVKOM M3Tpaple TeMena 3a
3arpaay TeaeOHCKe LIeHTpaAe, a HbIUXOB
MIOCAEAbY HAaAA3 M3HET je Ha CBETAO Aa-
Ha 2008. ropnHe. BeAanky nmpobaem npu-
AVIKOM CaCTaB/ialba KaTaAOTa OBe BPCTe
IpeAMeTa NPeACTaB»A HEITyOAVKOBAHU

*

Mapko A. JaHkoswuh, apxeonor, beorpag

1 Dautova-Rusevljan V., Vujovi¢ M., Rimska vojska u Sremu,
Novi Sad 2006, 120.

2 Petkovi¢ S, Predmeti od kosti i roga sa teritorije Gornje

Mezije, Beograd 1995.

Matepujaa. JKeToHu, TabAe 1 KOLIKMLe HU-
Cy OMAM MHTEpeCaHTHU UCTPaKMBAUM-
Ma, T1a Ce Y AOCaAALIBUM MyOAMKaLMjaMa
nomumy camo ycryT. ObjaBsyuBaHY CYy Kao
A€AOBU 30MPKM,! MarucTapcKmux u AOKTOp-
cKuX Te3a’ Koje ce baBe oppeheHOM BpcTOM
MaTepujara MAU U3AOXKOEHMX KaTaAora,’
AOK Ce CaMo jepaH pap AMPEKTHO 0aBu
oBoM TeMoM.* HaAasu nmotmuy ms nepmoaa
oA I Ao IV Beka, 0OAHOCHO 13 UNTABOT Bpe-
MeHa pUMCKe AOMMHAL{Mje Ha OBUM IPO-
cropuma. Koiike, >xeToHU 1 Tabae 3a Urpy
13 CUHTMAYHYMa U OKOAMHE He MOTY Aa
ce IMOCMaTpajy M30A0BAaHO Beh y OKBU-

3 [TpynaayTopa, Apxeonowko 6aazoHuwia oo Heonuma oo
cpedrbezgeka, beorpan 2004.

4 JoaHoBuh A, Komnner 3a urpy 13 rpoba ca lpaackor
norba y Huwy (IV Bek), Huwku 36opHuk 3, Huw 1977,
131-141.
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py Behe nieanHe, oAHoCcHO PuMcKor 1ap-
crBa. Ha Teputopuju Mesuje koMmnaeTu
3a UI'py HUCY OMAM TTO3HATY IIpe A0AACKa
Pummana. O »UXOBOj MOMTYAAPHOCTHU TO-
BOPM TIOAATaK AQ je yOAMKOBaHO 223 Ha-
Aa3a ca BHUIIe OA YeTPAECeT AOKAAUTETa
wrpom Cpbuje.®

AvcTpubyinja Hasasa mokKasyje Aa
YTAQBHOM IIOTUYY U3 Y>KeT I'PAACKOT je3rpa
CuHrupyHyMa. PasAyunT KOHTEKCT y KO-
Me Cy OTKPUBEHM TIPy>ka MOAATKE O HblUMa
AOK Cy OMAM Yy YIIOTPeOU U TIOIITO CY OA-
bayenu. To cy nmpumepLM ca AOKaAuUTe-
Ta AHTUYKO Haceme y AoweM rpaay beo-
rpaAcke TBpbase, Yaulia kHe3a Muxauaa
30, Cryaentcku Tpr 9, LluHuap JankoBa u
Pajuhesa yanta. OcuM xeToHa ca CTyAeHT-
CKOT TPra, )KeTOHA 13 AHTMYKOT Hacema U
TabAe 3a urpy us Pajuhese yauue, Behuna
jé KOHCTAaTOBaHA y KOHTEKCTY KOjU MToKa3yje
Ad Cy OBU IIpeAMeTU OVAM OADayeHU Ha-
KOH yroTpebe. Ha aokaauteTy AHTUY-
KO Hacene JKEeTOH Ce HAaAa3)o Y YKOITy,® y
Knes Muxanaooj yauuu 30 HabeH je y nc-
myHu opAbOpaMmbeHor poBa,” AOK je y Liun-
Ljap JaHKOBOj YAMLIM KOHCTAaTOBAH Y UCITY-
HU OT'HbUIITA.

Cse Tpu TabAe, OAHOCHO AEAOBMU OIle-
Ka ca ype3aHuM TabaaMa IOTUYY U3 OT-
MAAHMX jaMa MAM 13 KYATYPHOT cAoja. Ha

5 Pe3ynTaTyi 0 Kojuma Ce pacnpassba 3a cafia Cy HemybamKoBaHm
Vi NpeACTaBsbajy NOKyLWaj cucTeMatusaLmje 4oCTynHe rpahe
KOjy je ayTop OBOr UnaHKa 0bpaamo y CBOM AMMAOMCKOM
papy Pumcku komniaemu 3a upy Ha mepumopuju Cpbuje,
opbparbeHom 9.11.2007. Ha Ounosodckom dakynteTy y
Beorpaay.

6 Petkovi¢ S, op.cit, 104.

7 Ivanisevi¢ V., Nikoli¢-Bordevic¢ S., Novi tragovi antickih
fortifikacija u Singidunumu, Singidunum 1, Beograd
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jeAHOj ore u3 PajuheBe yauiie ypesaHa
je Tabaa 3a ludus latrunculorum, op xoje
Cy O4yBaHa YeTUPU KBappaTHa noma. Ha
teputopuju Cpbuje HeMa CAMYHMX IIPU-
Mepa jep je 0BO jeAHa TabAa IOCTaBS>EHA
IapaA€AHO Ca MBMLjaMa OIeKe, 32 PA3AMKY
oA puMepaxa 13 CaapyMa M ca AOKaAUTe-
Ta y yA. LluHuap Janka, ca Tabaama ypesa-
HIM TIOA YTAOM OA 45° y OAHOCY Ha MBULE.
Y ApyruM peaoBuma LlapcTBa KOHCTaTO-
BaH je Behu Opoj oBakBMX mpuMepaxa.®
Tabaa je HaheHa y KaCHOAHTUUKOM CAOjY,
3ajeAHO ca KepaMMYKuM MaTepujaroM. Op
Apyre TabAe cauyyBaH je caMo jeAaH A€o,
KOjU je AOBOMAH A2 Ce IIpero3Ha Tabaa 3a
merelus (Muse). OTKpMBEHa je y YKOITy Koju
je capp’kao MaTepMjaA U3 KACHOAHTUYKOT
neproaa.’

JKetoHn HabeH Ha AokaauTeTy CTyAeHT-
CKM TPI 9 BaXKaH je 13 HajMatbe ABa PA3AO-
ra. [Ipe cBera, OTKpUBeH je Ha ITOAY Kyhe u
JEAVIHM je TIPMMepaK 3a KOju C€ TIPMAMYHO
curypHo Moxe pehu aa je 6vo y ynorpe-
01 y TPeHYTKY HalyILITamwa objekTa. Apyra
B2)KHA YMHEHMIIA je AQ OBAj )KETOH jeAVHU
MIMa AEAMMMYHO cauyBaH ,Harnuc".'® Ha
ErOBOj AOHOj CTPAHM YPE3aHO j€ HEKOAU-
KO HeIIPEero3HATApMBMX 3HAKOBA (MOXKAQ Aa-
TUHUYHA cAoBa A 1 X), a CAMYAH IIpUMe-
pax Ha Halloj TepuTopuju HabeH je camo y

1997, 69, 137.

8 JosaHosuh A, op.cit, 134.

9 3axBasbyjeM Ce PyKOBOAMOLMMA MCTPaXMBarba ToKanuTeTa
y Pajuhesoj ynuuu: 3opany Cummhy, BecHu buknh, Henw
Mwuhosuh n Credany Mon-lasuhy, Ha ycTynmbeHom
mMatepujany.

10 Biki¢ V., Nikoli¢-Bordevic¢ S, Simi¢ Z,, Istrazivanja na
lokalitetu Studentski trg br. 9, Singidunum 3, Beograd
2002, 183-220.
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OTIAAHO]j jJaMM KOLITAHOPE3a4YKe PAAMOHN-
ue y Cupmujymy.!!

['pyny HaAasa Koja ce MpPOCTOPHO OABa-
ja oA OCTaTkKa KOpITyca YMHe IpUMepLu
13 rpoOOBa Ha AOKAAUTETVMA Y YAULIAMA
Majke Jepocume 28 u Kocosckoj 47. V13
rpoba y KocoBckoj yaniiu 47 notuay ABe
KouKkue 1 Oponsany Hopunhm.'” [TokojHMK
je caxpameH y OAOBHOM capKodary, a moaa-
L1 O TIOAY, Y3PacTy U AQTOBamy HUCY MOTAU
Aa ce yTBpAe. CAMYaH PUMeEpaK je KOHCTa-
TOBAaH Ha HEKPOINOAM BuMMHaLujyma, TAe
j€ TIOKOJHMK MHXYMMPAH Y OAOBHOM CapKO-
dary (rpo6 349). Ocum 3aaTHMX MUHDYy1IA,
YKpaCHMX KOLITaHMX UTaAa, muBahe urae
1 HoBLa u3 [V Beka, HabeHa je n KourTaHa
KOLKa. Y IUTamwy je 61o rpod pAerera cTa-
por 4-5 ropnHa.” VI3 AeAMMUYHO O4yBaHOT
rpoba oA ormeka y YAULIM Majke JeBpocuMe
28 moTuue XeToH, HabeH ca cTakAeHOM aM-
dopom u uetnpu 6ponsana Hopumha.'* To
je, AO CapQ, jeAVHM IIO3HAT JKETOH OA CTa-
KA€He macTe ca Teputopuje CUHIUAYHY-
Ma. AHAaAOTHU NpMMEPLIM Ca TEPUTOpHje
Mesuje OTKpUBeEHU CY Y TPOOOBMMA OA
oreke (rpobHutia y Huury, IV Bek), aau Hu-
cy uspabenu o crakaeHe nacre. KetoHn
OA CTaKA€eHe IacTe jaB,ajy ce y rpoboBuMa
CIla/,eHMX MOKOjHMKA Ha BumuHauujymy

11 WapaHosrh-CseTek B., Mpunor npoydaBarby
KolUTaHope3auKor-pe3bapcKor 3aHaTa Ha TepuTopujn
jyxHe MaHoHWje ¢ nocebHMM oCBPTOM Ha CUPMUjyMm,
Pad sojsohaHckux my3eja 26, Hosw Cap 1980, 128.

12 Pop-Lazi¢ S, Nekropole rimskog Singidunuma, Singidunum
3, Beograd 2002, 23.

13 Tony6osuh C, lMpunor npoyyaBatba OnoBHMX capkodara y
[oph0j Meswju, Viminacivm 12, MNoxapeBsal, 2001, 140.

14 Popovi¢ M., Singidunum, nekropola, Majke Jevrosime
28, Arheoloski pregled 13, Beograd 1971, 73-74.

(Hekpomoaa Buiite rpobama). AupexTHe
aHAAOTMje 3a CaXpaHy Ca XETOHOM OA CTa-
KA€He T1acTe HUCY I03HaTe ca TepUTopuje
Mesuje, aAu je cTakAeHa macTa Ouaa yoou-
YajeHU MaTepujaA 3a U3PAAY KETOHA, O Ye-
MYy CBeAOYe MHOTM HaAasy U3 3aMaAHUX
nposuHLMja LlapcTBa.’” JKetoH ce paHac
HaAasy y Opcexy 3a aHTMKY Myseja rpasa
Beorpaaa (1B AA 2441).

ITocebHy rpymy unHe IpeAMeTH KOji ce
Takobe 4yBajy y OAceKy 3a aHTUKY My3eja
rpapa beorpaaa, 1 TO ca HeMO3HATUX AOKa-
auteta (b AA 2992 u B AA 4305), xao
M CAyYajHU HaAa3M ca AoKaAuTeTa Yirhe.'®
ITopaLiyt 0 MeCTy 1 KOHTEKCTY HbIXOBOT Ha-
Aa3a Cy HEeMo3HaTY, OCMM LITO Ce 3Ha AQ MO-
TUYY ca TepuTopuje rpasa beorpaaa. 3a ao-
KaAuTeT Yirhe Be3yjy ce KOIITaHa KOLIKMLIA
(1B AA 2498) u KOLITaHU KETOH 32 UIPY
(b AA 2361)."” OTKpMBEHM Cy CAYYajHO,
TaKO A2 Cy YCAOBM M KOHTEKCT HaAasa He-
MO3HATU. 32 )XETOH OA KOCTU HeMa AMPEeK-
THUX QHAAOTMja ca TepuTopuje Mesuje, aau
CY CAMYHM IIPUMepLY ca Ype3aHUM OKLU-
Mma Habenu y Huury n Cpemckoj Mutpo-
BULIM. JeAQH OA H2j3aHMM/AUBUJUX IIPEA-
MeTa y OBOj 30MpLM CBAKaKO je pMMCKa
oIeka ca ype3aHoM TabaoMm 3a muy. Ka-
KO ITOAALIM O YCAOBMMA HhEeHOT HaAa3a HU-

15 JosaHosuh A, op.cit., 140.

16 Hanasu Hucy nybnukoaHu. OBOM NPUAMKOM ce
3axBasbyjem ap Cnasunum KpyHnh, kyctocy Opceka
3a aHTMKY My3eja rpaga beorpaga, Ha yCTyn/beHoM
matepwujany 1 nHbopmaumjama.

17 CnyuajHun Hanasw 13 Ywha ywnm cy y cacTas oBOr paja
jep ce, oCMM LUTO NOTUYY M3 HeENOCPeAHe OKONMHE
CuHrnayHyma, vysajy y Ofceky 3a aHTvky My3eja rpaga
beorpapna.
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Cy IIOCTOjaAl, CBe AO HepaBHOT oTkpuha
dparmeHTa CAMYHE OIEKe Ca yPe3aHOM Ta-
6AoM 3a muLle y PajuheBoj yaniiy, cyMmao
Ce Ad YOIILITe TIOTHYe U3 aHTUYKOT Mepro-
A2. OBMM TabaaMa je CAMYAH U IIpMMepaK
u3 Il Bexa Halle epe, HabeH y peTopuju y
OKBMPY yTBpbeba, Koju ce uyBa y Pumcko-
repMaHCKoM My3ejy y Keany.'®

Rk

AeaoBu Tabau u3 L{uHiap JaHkoBe
u PajuheBe yaniie, Ha KojuMa cy ypesa-
Ha IIpaBOyraoHa Mosa, MCYBUILIE CYy MAaAU
A2 61 ce oApeAMo YKYIIHM Opoj moma. V13-
BECHO je, MehyTuM, pa Cy MOTA€e AQ CAY-
Xe 3a uUrpy ludus latrunculorum vian XII
scripta. 3a obe cy xopuirheHe CAMYHe Ta-
OAe, MaAa Cy HMXOBA ITPaBMAA U HAYMH
urpe OMAM pazsanuuTy. MuLe crapajy y
UT'pe Koje Cy IIpeTpIIeAe HajMakbe IpoMe-
Ha TOKOM MCTOpMje, a IIpaBMAa Cy OCTaAd
CKOPO MCTa. APXEOAOILK! HaAa3U Cy ye-
CTU Y 3allaAHMM NIpoBMHLMjaMa LlapcTBsa.
Tabae 3a mulle jaBmajy ce mpom EBpo-
Ile Y PUMCKMM O0jeKTIMa, Maad OBa Ur'pa
IIOITyAQPHOCT CTUYe TE€K Yy CPEAEM BEKY.
CpeambOBEeKOBHE TabAe BeoMa Cy CAYHE
PUMCKUM, a I AQHAIIBUM, jep Ce BbUXOB
M3TA€A HMje 3HATHO IIPOMEHMO TOKOM ABe
XM/maAe TOAMHA.

3axBanyjyhu BeaAuKoM Opojy Haaasa u
MHOTVIM ITOMEHVMMA KOA PMMCKMX IMCaLIa,

18 Hanel N., Sonderkeramik in der Militdrziegelei?, K/ner
Jahrbuch 30, KéIn 1997, 317-320.

19 Jankovi¢ M., Rimske igre na teritoriji Srbije. Antropologija.
Petnicke sveske 62, Valjevo 2007, 31.

20 JoaHosuh A, op.cit, 140.
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AEAVIMUYHO CYy PEKOHCTPYMCaHa IIpaBMAa
OBMX Urapa.

Ludus latrunculorum (urpa
HajaMHHKa)

Vrpaaa cy aABa Mrpaya ca UCTMM OpojeM
eToHa. buaa je moTpebHa TabAa mopemeHa
Ha 11053, Ka0 Ha AQHALIUM LIax-TabAaMa.
Llum urpe 010 je Aa jeAaH Urpad CBOjUM
YKETOHMMA OITIKOAY ITPOTVBHMKOBE JKETOHE
TAKO A2 OHM BHILIE He MOTy Aa ce Kpehy u
eayMyHuIy ce us urpe.”” Kperame sxeToHa
Ha TabAM BPIIMAO Ce IO IPaBOj MAU KOCOj
AVIHVjY, T1a YaK 1 Y CKOKOBMMA, IITO je Bepo-
BAaTHO 3aBUCHAO OA TIOAOXja y KOMeE Ce XKe-
TOH HaAasuo. [TobepHMK je 610 urpay Koju
je yCIieo Aa OTIKOAM U eAVMMHMILIE TIPOTUB-
HIUKOBE JKETOHE, a Ha3UBao ce imperator.?’
Maaa je usraep >xeToHa 610 UCTH, Y HEKUM
M3BOPMMA C€ jaBbajy pasAMYUTY HAa3MBH 32
wUX — latro, miles, hostis, bellator* 3a oBy
UTPy HMje YIOTpebraBaHa KOLIKUILIA.

XII scripta (12 o3Haka)

me urpe XII scripta He opHOCH ce Ha 12
peaoBa Beh Ha 12 noeHa, 1TO je 610 HajBehn
Opoj Koju ce Morao A0OUTH OallatbeM ABe
kouke. To ykasyje Ha Opoj KOLIKM Koje Cy
kopuitheHe y oBoj urpu.?” Tabaa je 6uaa
Apyrauamja. imaaa je Tpu HasHaYeHe XOpU-

21 Schadler U, Latrunculi - a forgotten Roman Game of
strategy reconstructed, Abstract Games 7, Toronto 2001,
10-11.

22 Schadler U, Xl Scripta, Alea, Tabula - new evidence for
the Roman history of Backgammon, in: New Approaches
to Board Games Research, Leiden 1995, 73-98.
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30HTAAHE AVHMj€: JeAHY Ha CDEAVIHU U AB€
Ha MBMLAMa. Ha npeamwoj 1 3aAk0j UBULIM
HaAa3MAO ce 110 13 rmoma 06eAesxeHUX Kpy-
rOBMMA, TIOAYKPYTOBMMA U OpIIASaHOBUM
ancTtoM. Cpeauiimpa rosa 6uaa cy seha,
a ca IJXOBE A€Be U AeCHe CTpaHe HaAasu-
AO Ce TIO LIIeCT II0MaA jeAHaKe BeANUVHe. 3a
OBy Urpy KopuitheHe cy 1 TabAe ca Tpu pe-
A2 TIO ABaHAECT CAOBA Y ABE KOAOHE, 13Meby
KOjUX je O1Aa KOAOHA ca Tpy Beha Kpyra nan
OpiisaHoBa ancta.” CaoBa cy 06M4HO dop-
MMpaAa 1IECTOCAOBHE peul, Kao Ha TabAa-
Ma oTKpuBeHUM y Pumy u Tpujepy.** JKero-
HY Cy HaMeLITaHU Y TIOUETHY MO3ULIKjy Ha
12 obeaeXXeHMX MECTa, AOK Ce Ha CpeAtbe
II0/ve HMje CTaB»ao XKeTOH. [lomepaHu cy
IO Y3AY’KHO] AMHUjH, CA LIM/»SEM AQ Ce LITO
TIpe AOBEAY Ha ITOYETHM MOAOXKaj IPOTUBHU-
KOBMX >KeToHa. Ha ToM Iy Ty >keToHU ce He-
130eXHO cycpehy, pu yeMy ce CBaKU IyT
jeAaH eAMMUHMILIE UAU Ce Bpaha y moueTHu
MOAOXaj. KOLIKOM je OAAYyUMBaHO YMju >Ke-
TOH he ce BpaTuTu. Vrpaun cy HaraMeHnY-
HO 6aLaAM TIO ABe KOLIKe, I10 jeAHY 32 CBaKy
CTpaHy TabAe, A€BO U AECHO OA CpeArHe.

Merellus (Mmuie)
Tabaa je uspabena y o6auky tpu ynu-

caHa KBaApaTa, uMje Cy CTpaHulle Ha cpe-
AVIHU TIpeceuyeHe AMHMjaMa. Ha nmoueTky

23 Jankovi¢ M., op.cit,, 32.

24 Austin R.G., Roman Board Games, Greece & Rome, Vol.
4,No. 19, Cambridge 1934, 31.

25 JoeaHosuh A, op.cit, 140.

26 Austin R.G., Roman Board Games II, Greece & Rome, Vol.
4, No. 11, Cambridge 1935, 79-80.

27 Tlpemk A, Jepemnh M., Sirmium, aHTuukw rpag, CmapuHap

UTpe, UTpady MMajy MO AEBET >KETOHQ, Koje
HaM3MEHNYHO TIOCTaBA»ajy Ha TabAM, U TO
Ha MeCTa A€ Ce AMHMje CeKy ca CTpaHMLa-
Ma KBappata. AKo urpad Gpopmupa HU3 oA
TPU >KETOHA jeAaH AO APYTOT, MMa IIPaBo
A 136alM jeaaH IPOTUBHUKOB >KeToH. [To-
OeAHVK je OHaj KO 130aliM CBe XETOHE MPO-
TuBHUKA. OCUM TabAM KOje Cy AO Hac AO-
IIA€ Y HETIPOMEHEHOM O0AMKY, IIOCTOjaAe
Cy 1 ITOjeAHOCTaB/seHe TabAe 32 UCTY UTPY,
aAM ca MambuM OpojeM >keToHa.

ke

Behuna npeamera 3a Urpy ca tepu-
Topuje CUHTMAYHYMa IIOTUYE U3 LU-
BUAHUX objekaTa. BrAo pa cy oTKpuBe-
HU Y OTIIAAHVM jaMaMa VAU y OCTaLMa
OT'HBUIITA, 33J€eAHMYKO UM je TO LITO CYy
OvAM opDaueHM y BpeMe Kapa Cy jour ou-
AU Ly onTuLjy”. Tume ce BepoBaTHO MO-
Xe 00jaCHUTY M UMIbEHNLIA AQ CY HAAQKEHU
nojeprHauyHo. CAMYaH mpuMep 3abeae-
XeH je y Cupmujymy, Ha Aokaautety 80
(A€ToHMja), TAE CY OTKPUBEHA YETUPU XKe-
TOHa OADaueHa Ha IPAACKY AETIOHM}Y,? Kao
1 Ha AOKaAUTETY 44, Tae je >xeToH HabeH y
jaMy KoIITaHOpe3aukKe paAnoHule.”

Ha tepurtopuju Mesuje, Hajsehn
Opoj mpeAaMeTa 3a UIpy MOTUYE U3 IPO-
ooBa. Op ykymHo 223, 157 npeAcTaBmajy
rpobHe nipuaore, opoHocHo 70%.% Haaa-

XLVII, beorpag 1996, 300-303.

28 lllapaHosuh-CeeTek B, Tonorpaduja 1 KaTanor pymcKmx
KowTaHWx npeameTa 13 Cupmujyma, Pao 8ojsohaHckux
my3eja 31, Hosn Cag 1989, 107-153.

29 HeonxogHo je 00paTUTH Naxkby Ha CTeNeH NCTPaKeHOCTH
PVIMCKMX LIMBUAHWX HAace/ba 1 HeKpOMona, Kako bu ce
OBaj NofaTak NPaBUIHO MHTEPMNPETMPAO.
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31 13 rpoboBa upoM Mesuje mokasyjy
A2 He MOCTOj/ HEKO IIPABMAO Y ITOTAEAY
IJIXOBOT TTIOBe3MBamwa ca oppehenum mno-
rpeOHMM PUTYAAOM, COLIMjaAHUM CTaTy-
COM MAM €THUYKMM IIOPEKAOM, Y3PaCTOM
VAV TIOAOM ITOKOjHMKa. YKeTOHM 1 KolI-
KJ1le HAAQXKeHM) Cy Y TpoOOBMMa OA OIle-
ke (CMHIMAYHYM, YAMLIA MajKe JeBpocuMe
28; Hum), y oroBHMM capkodasuma (Cun-
ruAyHyM, KocoBcka yanna 47; Bumnnanm-
jyM). JeAHaKO Cy 3acTyInpeHa oba morped-
Ha pUTYCa, MHXyMaluja 1 Kpemauuja. Y
CAy4ajeBMMa Kaaa je 6uao moryhe ompe-
Ae/mVBatbe MOKOjHMKA IO TOAY M y3pa-
cry (BummHaimjym), mokasao ce pa cy
MOAjEAHAKO 3aCTYII/ASEHU KOA OAPACAUX U
KOA Aelle, Kao 1 Kop oba rmoaa.*® He nmocroju
Heka MTPaBUMAHOCT HU Y TIOTA€AY KapaKTepa
I'POOHOT MHBEHTApa, OAHOCHO HYjeAHa I10-
ceOHa BpCTa IIpeAMeTa He jaBna Ce 33jeAHO
Ca >)KeTOHMMA M KOLIKaMa.

[ToHybeHoO je HeKOAMKO ObjalIbera
3a II0jaBYy >KETOHA UM Koljaka y ¢pyHepap-
HOM KOHTEKCTY. JeAHa MHTepIIpeTaLyja ce
OCAama Ha CTOMYKY Gp1A030Mjy 1 ITOTAEA
Ha CBeT Kao Ha Xa3apAHY UT'Py Ha TabAY, y
KOjOj /SYAU TIPEACTABAAjY PUTYpeE, AOK OA
Opoja Ha KOLIKM 3aBUCK CYAOMHA Ha KOjy He
Mory Aa ytuuy.”! Heky mucTpakuBaum ma-
TYHA CBOjCTBA KOLIKE Be3yjy 3a KyAT BeHe-
pe, 11 TO TIpeMa IOoAALIMMA U3 UCTOPUjCKUX
13BOPA, Y KOjUIMa Ce HABOAY Ad Ce Hajoome
Oalame, ca ABe, OAHOCHO TPpU LIECTULIE,
HasuBa Venus. A. JoBaHoBuh cmarpa Aa
HaAasy U3 rpoboBa CBeAOYe YIIPaBoO O

30 JaHkoswh M, op.cit, 2007.
31 JoaHosuh A, op.cit, 141.
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IOLITOBaY OBOT KyATa. AHaauaupajyhu
HaAase ca Hekporoaa BuMmmuanujyma
KOju ce Be3yjy 3a KyAT Benepe (pAeadu-
HU, LIKO/KE, UTAE CA BPXOM y ODAUKY Ou-
CTe OOTMIbe), AYTOP j€ YOUMO A CE OHU He
jaBndajy y rpoOoBMMa Ca )KeTOHMMA U KOLJ-
KMLIaMa, M3 Yera je 3aK,oyuMo AQ TU HaAad-
31 yKaayjy Ha IpucycTBo Kyata. OH, pame,
cMatpa Aa je Benepa (cpeha) 6naa notpe6-
Ha UrpayyMa Ha TabAM Yy CBAKOAHEBHOM
)KMBOTY, Kao ILITO je HAKAOHOCT BeHepe
DyHepapuje 6vAa MOTpeOHA MOKOJHULIMIMA
y AOeM cBeTy.*” Y nHTepnperaljama
oBux npepMera npumehyje ce napecHa
CYIIpOTHOCT M3Mehy Haaasa u3 rpo6o-
Ba M HaAa3a OTKPMBEHMX Y APYTUM KOH-
TEKCTMMA. YKOAUKO cy HabheHU y Tepma-
Ma, TaBepHaMa, Kyhama 1 yTBphemuma
CMaTpajy ce AEAOBMMa KOMIIAETA 32 UTPY,
AOK Ce KOLIKUIIe 1 )KeTOHU 13 rpoboBa Ty-
Maye Kao A0 PUTyaAa Be3aHOTI 3a caxpa-
HY M CaMOT ITOKOjHMKA, OMAO AQ Ce paAu
O CaMOVHTepIIpeTaLyju TOKOJHMKA AU O
VI3HOLIIEY MAEjE O HEMY OA CTPaHe XXMBUX
cpopHuKa. ITojepArHaUHM XXeTOHM U KOL[Ke
y BehuHM rpo0OoBa yKasyjy Ha M3HOLIEbE
VA€je, IPU YeMY CY jeAaH XeTOH MAU
KOLIKM1Ia AOBOSHMU AQ IIPEHECY IOPYKY,
3aMemyjyhu 1ieo xommnaet. C Apyre cTpa-
He, peaAHO Oy 61A0 ouekuBaty Behu 6poj
OBAaKBMX HaAa3a y LIMBUAHUM U BOJHUM
00jeKTUMa, aAU je cUTyalyja y IpaKkcu
obpHyTa. Y rpobHuiu n3 Huira Haaasuo
Cce CKOpO 11e0 KOMIIAET 32 UTPy (HeAOCTaje
caMo Tabaa, Mapa He Tpeba UCKAoYUUTU

32 JosaHosuh A, Kynt Venus Funerariae y fopr0j Me3suju,
360pHuk HapooHoamy3eja 9, Huw 2000, 11.
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MoryhHOCT Aa je 61Aa OA ApBeTa), a y He-
mybAMKOBaHOM Ipoby 13 BummHauujyma
vak 59 xxetoHa nuspabennx oa pasanumror
Mmarepujara.®®> Hacympor Tome, 13 LMBUA-
HMX 1 BOjHUX objeKara IoTuye HajBULIIE 110
TPU KOL[KE MAY >KETOHA.

Ca teputopuje CUHTMAYHYMa HU-
CY TIO3HATY NIPEAMETH 33 UI'PYy M3 BOjHUX
objexara, KOju AO capa HUCY AOBOMHO
VICTpaXkeHU, HUTU Ce€ MOTY Be3aTu 3a
VICK/oYYMBO BOJHMUYKM KOHTEKCT. Haaasu
OBOT THUIIA TIO3HATU CY Ca HEKOAMIKO AO-
KaAUTETa Ha AMMeCY 1 Y YHYTPall®bOCTH
(Pontes,** Timacum Minus,*” Ulpiana®).
Tpeba cBakako uMaTu y BUAY A CY KOLI-
KJLle, OCMM OUYUTA€AHOT Kopuirhemwa y
urpamMa Ha TabAy, ynotpebmaBaHe U Y pu-
TYaAHUM M MarujcKuM papmama. 30up
Ha HBMXOBMM HACIIPAMHMUM CTpaHMLia-
Ma YBeK je MarunuHu 6poj ceaam.”” 3a-
OpaHe xopuihemwa Kouke y Pumy yraas-
HOM Cy AOHOILIeHe 360r nmpodaHusaluje
PEeAUTHMjCKUX PaAbH, a He 300T Xa3apAHOT
KapakTepa urapa.*®

33 3a vHbopmauuje o HenybnMKoBaHOM MaTepujany ca
BummnHaumjyma ayryjem 3axganHoct ap Muommpy Kopahy
n op Coduiju MeTkoBwN.

34 JosaHosuh A, op.cit, 1977,133.

35 Metposwh 1, Josaroswh C., KyimypHo 651020 Kraxesaukoe

Kpaja, beorpapg 1997.
36 JosaHosuh A, op.cit, 1977, 133.

ke

MucaoHu KapakTep urapa Ha Tao-
AM, KOMITAEKCHOCT IIPaBMAQ U pallype-
HOCT MeDy pasAMuUTIIM CAOjeBMMA APYILT-
Ba IMIOKa3Yjy KOAVMKMU Cy 3Ha4yaj pUMCKU
rpabaHy mpraaBaAy TpeHyLIMa AOKOAMLIE.
I'To HeKMM MCTOPMjCKUM U3BOPUMA, yuelihe
y UrpaMa Ha TabAM IIPeACTaB;>AAO je KBa-
AVITETHO TIPOBEAEHO BPEME Y MHTEAEKTYaA-
HOM TIOTA€AY, A BELITV/HA UI'Pakba CMaTPaHa
je ,KYATYpHOM,* 4aK 1 MO>Ke/rHOM Y HEKMM
APYIITBEHMM KpyroBuma. Apyru XpoHuya-
pM M MECHULIY U3 PUMCKOT TIeproAa UTpe
CY, HaIIpOTMB, OIMCUBAAM Kao MOPOK. Be-
AVIKY OpOj M3BOpa KOj1 Ce OAHOCE Ha UTpe,
0e3 0031pa Ha HaUMH Ha KOjU ce ibuMa ba-
Be, CBEAOYM CaMO O YTUCKY KOj je TaKBa
BPCTa AaKTMBHOCTM OCTaBAdAAQ Ha CaBpe-
MeHMKe. PasyMeBame KOHLENITA Urapa Ha
TabAY U paAbU Koje UX mpaTe (KOLKaibe,
HaAMeTabe, KPeaTUBHOCT...), KA0 A€Ad PUM-
CKe CBAaKOAHEBHLIe, CBaKaKo he AonpuHeTn
LIYPEM CarA€AABalby AOKOAMIIE U CBAKOA-
HEBHOT )XMBOTa PUMCKMX rpabaHa.

37 Bird M, The Bone Objects of the Roman Collection, Budapest
1994, 61.

38 Ibid.

39 Purcell N, Literate Games: Roman Urban Society and
the Game of Alea, Past and Present 147, Oxford 1995,
31
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KATAAOT

1. AoxaaureT: AHTUYKO Haceme
Ko1ranu >keToH ca paBHUM CTpaHama
VI TPU KOHLIEHTPMYHA )XAe0a Ha jeAHOj
oA wux (ca. 1).
Aumensyje: R = 1,2 cm
XpoHoaoruja: [IV=V Bek

Cnuka 1. KowTaHw »eToH ca nokanuteTa [Jorbu
rpap, npefrba 1 3adHa CTpaHa
Fig. 1. Bone token found at the archaeological site
of Donji Grad — obverse and reverse

2. Aoxaauter: AHTMUKO Haceme
Kormtanu >xeToH ca paBHMM CTpaHama
Y TQUKOM y CpeAUHMU (CA. 2).
Aumensyje: R = 1,9 cm
Xponoaoruja: III Bex

Cnuka 2. KowTtaHu »eToH ca nokanuteta Jorun
rpaa, npefdrba 1 3adHa CTpaHa
Fig. 2 Bone token found at the archaeological site of
Doniji Grad - obverse and reverse
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3.

AokaauteT: Yauija kHesa Muxauaa 30;
MCITyHa oAOpamMOeHor poBa

Korrrany >keToH paBHMX CTpaHa, ca ype-
3aHMM AVHMjaMa KOje MOBPILVHY ACA€ Ha
0CaM IIPUOAVDKHO jeAHAKVIX AEAOBA (CA. 3).
Aumensyje: R = 1, 6 cm
Xpononoryja: II-11I Bex

Cnuka 3. KoLTaHu »eToH ca Nokanuteta KHe3

Mwuxannoga 30, npearba 1 3aarba CTpaHa

Fig. 3 Bone token found at the archaeological site at
No. 30 Knez Mihailova Street — obverse and reverse

4. Aoxaantet: CTyaeHTCKU TP Op. 9; oA

kyhe

Komrranu >eToH, Ha TOpHOj CTPaHU
KOHKaBaH, AOK je Ha AOHOj, PaBHOJ
CTpaHU ypesaH HaTIuC (CA. 4).
Avimensuje: R =2, 1 cm
Xponoaoruyja: II Bex

Cnuka 4. KolTaHW XXeToH Ca NokanuTeTa

CryneHTCKkM Tpr 6p: 9, Nnpearba 1 3aAkba CTPaHa
Fig. 4 Bone token found at the archaeological site at

No. 9 Studentski Trg — obverse and reverse
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5. Aoxaauret: lluH1ap JaHKOBa yAML[a;

OTHUILTE

KaMmeH1 eTOH MMOAYKPY>KHOT IIpeceKa,
6e3 o3Haka (CA. 5).

Aumensuje: R = 1,8 cm; h = 0,5 cm
XpoHoaoryja: IV Bex

Cnuka 5. KameHu eToH Ca lokanuTteta y Ynuum

LnHuap JaHka

Fig. 5 Stone token found at the archaeological site

in Cincar Janka Street

AoxaauteT: YAnLja Majke JeBpocume 28;
rpo6

ITAOYACTY >)KETOH OA LIpHE CTAaKAEHE
TnacTe, KPy>KHOT ITpeceka, ca ype3aHUM
KOHLIEHTPUYHUM AMHMjaMa (CA. 6).
Aumensuje: R =2 cm

XpoHoAOrMja: mocae 238. ToAVHE

Cnuka 6. KeToH of] CTakeHe nacTe 13 Ynuue Majke

JeBpocnme 28

Fig. 6 Glass-paste token found at the archaeological

site at No. 28 Majke Jevrosime Street

7. Aoxaawutert: Yurhe

KourraHu »XeTOH IOAYKPY>XHOT TIpece-
Ka, Ca ype3aHMM OKLjuMa (CA. 7).
Aumensuje: R =2 cm; h = 0,6 cm
Xponoaoryja: I-IV Bex

Cnuka 7. KowTaHy »eToH ca nokanuteTa Ywhe,

1B 2361

Fig. 7 Bone token found at the archaeological site of

Usce, IB 2361

8. Aoxaanret: KocoBcka yautia 47; rpo6

KomrraHa xolika 3a urpy, obeaexxeHa
OpojeBrMa 0p 1 A0 6, TAKO A2 HACIIpaM-
He CTpaHe AQjy 36up 7.

AVIMeH3Mje: HelO3HaTO

XpOHOAOIMja: HEMIO3HATO

AokaauteT: KocoBcka yania 47; rpo6
KomrraHa xolika 3a urpy, obeaexxeHa
OpojeBrMa 0a 1 A0 6, TAKO A2 HaCIIpaM-
He CTpaHe Aajy 36up 7.

AViIMeH3Mje: HeTI03HATO

XpoHoAOIMja: HEMIO3HATO
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10. Aoxaauret: Yirhe

Kourrana Koljkuiia 3a urpy, obeaesxeHa
OpojeBrMa o 1 A0 6, TAKO A2 HACIIpaM-
He CTpaHe Aajy 36up 7 (ca. 8).
Avmensyje: 0,8 x 1 x 1 cm
XpoHoaoryja: I-IV Bex

Cnuka 8. KowTaHa KouKka ca nokanuteta Ywhe,

12. AoKaAUTEeT: HEIIO3HAT

Korrrana koukuiia 3a urpy, ooeaesxeHa
OpojeBrMa 0a 1 A0 6, TAKO A2 HaCIIpaM-
He CTpaHe Aajy 36up 7 (ca. 10).
Avmensyje: 1,2 x 1,5 x 1,5 cm
XpoHonoryja: I-IV Bex

Cnuka 10. KowwTaHa KoLKa Ca Hermo3HaTor

b 2498 fioKkanurteta
Fig. 8 Bone dice found at the archaeological site of Fig. 10 Bone dice found at an unidentified
Usce, IB 2498 archaeological site in the vicinity of Belgrade

11. AoxaAuTeT: HerosHaT

KourraHa Koljku1ia 3a urpy, obeaesxeHa
OpojeBuMa o 1 A0 6, TAKO AQ HACIIpaM-
He CTpaHe AQjy 36up 7 (cA. 9).
Avmensyje: 0,9 x 1 x 1 cm
XpoHoaoryja: I-IV Bex

13.

Aoxaautet: L{uHIlap JaHKOBa yAMLIa;
OTIIaAHA jamMa

@DparMeHT KepaMMUKe OIleKe ca ypesa-
HOM TabAOM Ha jeAHOj cTpanu. [Toma cy
ype3aHa y 00AMKY KBaApaTa, CAUYHO
AQHAIIBUM I1ax-Tabaama (ca. 11).
Aumensyje: 9 x 14 cm

Xponoaoruyja: II-1III Bex

Cnwka 9. KowTaHa Kolika 3a Urpy ca Heno3sHator
nokanuTeTa 13 okonunHe beorpaaa, Vb 2992
Fig. 9 Bone dice found at an unidentified
archaeological site in the vicinity of Belgrade, IB 2992

Cnwmka 11. OparmeHT oneke ca ype3aHom Tabnom ca
nokanuteta y Ynuum LMHuap JaHka
Fig. 11 Tile fragment with an incised game-board
found at the archaeological site in Cincar Janka Street

64



PVMIMCKE UT'PE HA TABANY CHIMIAYHYMY 1 OKOAVIHV

14. Aoxaanuret: PajuheBa yania

DparmeHT KepaMMUKe OIleKe ca ypesa-
HOM TabAOM Ha jeAHOj cTpanu. [Toma cy
ype3aHa y 00AMKY KBaApaTa, CAUYHO
AQHAIIBUM IIax-TadbAama (ca. 12).
Aumensuje: 16 x 11,7 x 3,9 cm

16. AoKaAUTEeT: HEIIO3HAT

Ormexka ca ype3aHOM TabAOM 3a UTpY.
OuyBaHa je KOMIIA€THA TabAa 332 MU-
e (ca. 14).

Avimensyje: 17 x 17 cm

XpoHoAOIMja: HETIO3HATO

XpoHnoaoruja: IV Bex

Cnuka 12. OparmeHT oneke ca ype3aHom Tabnom 3a
nrpy ca nokanuteta y Pajuhesoj ynmum
Fig. 12 Tile fragment with an incised game-board
found at the archaeological site in Raji¢eva Street

Cnuka 14. OparmeHT oneke ca ypesaHom Tabnom ca
HEeMo3HaTor NokanvTeTa 13 beorpana
Fig. 14 Tile fragment with an incised game-board
found at an unidentified archaeological site in the
vicinity of Belgrade
15. Aokaautet: PajuheBa yania
QDparMeHT oIleKe ca ype3aHoM TabAOM
Ha jepAHOj cTpaHu. O4yBaHa je MOAOBU-
Ha TabAe 3a muLe (ca. 13).
Aumensyje: 16,3 x 10,2 x 3,5 cm

XpoHnoaoruja: IV Bex

Cnwka 13. @parmeHT oneke ca ype3aHom Tabnom 3a
Urpy ca nokanutetay Pajuhesoj ynuum
Fig. 13 Tile fragment with an incised game-board
found at the archaeological site in Rajiceva Street
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Marko A. Jankovi¢*

ROMAN BOARD GAMES IN SINGIDUNUM AND ITS ENVIRONS

Summary

The first discovery of dice was made accidentally in 1908 during the construction of
Belgrade’s telephone switch building, and the last one in 2008. The century-long explo-
ration of ancient Singidunum has uncovered sixteen finds that can be associated with
board games. The body of finds is not large but it is illustrative enough because the finds
come from different archaeological contexts. A problem in making a catalogue of this
type of finds is the unpublished material. Counters, boards and dice have not been at-
tractive enough for researchers and most are referred to only cursorily. The finds have
been referred to as items in collections in MA and PhD theses dealing with a particular
kind of finds, or as items in exhibition catalogues. Texts specifically discussing this theme
are few. The finds cover the period of the 1st to 4th centuries, or the period of Roman
rule. The finds of dice, counters and boards from Singidunum and its environs should
be looked at in the context of a larger whole, the Roman Empire, rather than in isolation.
Such finds do not occur before the Roman conquest of what was to become the prov-
ince of Moesia. The popularity of board games is evidenced by 223 published finds from
more than forty sites across Serbia.

Most finds from Singidunum come from civilian contexts. Whether recovered from
dump pits or from hearths, what they have in common is that they were discarded while
still “in circulation”; which is a probable explanation for the isolated discoveries. A sim-
ilar example has been registered on Sirmium’s Site 80 (city’s dump yard), which yielded
four discarded counters, or Site 44, where a counter was discovered in the dump pit of
a bone-carving workshop. The site at 9 Studentski Trg yielded an inscribed bone coun-
ter such as found across the Roman Empire, but the only such piece known from Serbia.
Its importance resides in the fact that it is the only piece found on the floor of a house,
meaning that it had been in use before the house was abandoned.

¥ Marko A. Jankovi¢, archaeologist, Belgrade
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The finds from burials constitute the largest group of such finds from Moesia. Of
223 finds, 157 come from burials, which accounts for 70% of the total number. As they
were found on sites all over Moesia, there does not seem to be a pattern relating them
to any particular funeral rite, or to the social or ethnic background, age or sex of the de-
ceased. Counters and dice were found in brick-built graves (Singidunum: 28, Majke Jev-
rosime St; Nis), in leaden sarcophagi (Singidunum: 47, Kosovska St; Viminacium) and
in cremation burials (Viminacium). In the cases where the age and sex of the deceased
could be determined (Viminacium), it turned out that they were equally distributed be-
tween adults and children of both sexes. No pattern in the grave goods seems to be rec-
ognizable, i.e. the finds of dice and counters do not occur in association with any partic-
ular type of finds. There are several explanations for the presence of counters and dice
in funerary contexts. One of them refers to Stoic philosophy with its view of the world
as a board game of chance, with humans being mere gaming pieces and the dice, thrown
by someone else, deciding the outcome of the game beyond their influence. Others re-
late the magical properties of dice to the cult of Venus Funeraria. Just as gamers in this
world needed Venus’ sympathy, so the dwellers of the Underworld needed the sympathy
of Venus Funeraria. It is well known that the best throw of dice, two or three sixes de-
pending on the number of dice, is known as the Venus throw. In his analysis of the con-
tents of some of Viminacium’s graves, A. Jovanovi¢ observes that the dice do not occur
in association with other types of finds relatable to the cult of Venus such as dolphins,
shells, pins with heads in the form of Venus’ bust. In the discussion about the symbol-
ism of the finds, a certain distinction is made between the finds from burials and those
from other contexts. The finds from thermae, taverns, houses and fortresses are inter-
preted as elements of the game set, and the dice and counters from burials are inter-
preted as elements of the rite related to the funeral and to the deceased, whether seen as
the deceased’s self-interpretation or as an expression of the living relatives’ beliefs. The
isolated finds of counters and dice in most graves would suggest the expression of be-
liefs, where a single counter or die is enough to convey a message as a substitute for the
whole set. On the other hand, it would be logical to expect a larger number of finds in
civilian or military buildings. The situation is quite the opposite. A tomb in Ni$ yield-
ed almost the whole game set (only the board is missing, although a wooden one should
not be ruled out), while an unpublished grave at Viminacium contained as many as 59
counters made of different materials. These instances stand in stark contrast to most cas-
es from civilian and military buildings where no more than three dice or counters are
found in association.
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The finds of board games, which are associated with leisure time, departs from any-
thing known so far in the archaeological literature dealing with Roman society. The sub-
ject of this paper may seem flippant or even unnecessary, but any belittlement of such
finds takes us a step farther from a comprehensive picture of the society that produced
them. Leisure time is a little known aspect of Roman everyday life and our knowledge
amounts to written sources created at different times and on different occasions. There-
fore the body of such finds is a useful basis for exploring this aspect of Roman everyday
life. The intellectual nature of board games, their intricate rules and practising in differ-
ent strata of society shed light on the importance the Romans attached to their leisure
time. According to some historical sources, time spent playing board games was time
well spent intellectually, and the skill was considered “cultural”, in some circles even de-
sirable. By contrast, other chroniclers and poets of the Roman period considered it an
immoral vice. Many sources referring to games, regardless of the way in which they deal
with them, provide nothing more than the impression of the contemporaries. Under-
standing the concept of board games and associated activities (gambling, competition,
creativity...) would contribute to a broader understanding of the ancient Romans leisure
time and everyday life.
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